YCCCART 2013/Y 7
North Somerset HER 201 3/ 104

Gradiometry Survey at  Wemberham Roman Villa

YATTON, CONGRESBURY, CLAVERHAM AND CLEEVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RESEARCH TEAM (YCCCART)

General Editor: Vince Russett

The 601 in operation



Page

11

12

17

18

Contents

Abstract
Acknowledgements
Introduction

Site location
Land use and geology

Historical & archaeological
context

Survey objectives
Methodology

Results

Recommendations
References

Appendix T Site Recad



Abstract

YCCCARRas a projecting to investigate Romano i British remains in the Yatton &
Congresbury area. Gradiometery surveys at Wemberhammay have revealed a possible
canal and dock, a previously unknown large building, a domestic area and what may be a
garden feature.
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Introduction

YCCCART is one of a number of Community Archaeology teams across North Somerset,
supported by the North Somerset Development Management Team.

The objective of the Community Archaeology in North Somerset (CANS) project isto
undertake archaeological fieldwork to enable a better understanding and management of
the heritage of the area while recording the activities and locations of the research carried
out.



Site Location
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Fig 1. Site location. The red arrow indicates the field.

Land use and geology

The site lies some 2.2 miles by road from the centre of Yatton. See Appendix for relevant
GPSposition.

The field is privately owned.
Geology

Bedrock Geology: Mercia Mudstone group- Mudstone and Halite-stone.
Superficial deposits: Tidal Flat Deposit€lay and Silt.



Historical & Archaeological Context

Domesday

I n Yattonds entry in the Exchequer Domesday the
holdi ng fAa pastur e avhidhbefok 1068€ albngad ko amgresburyo.

The Exeter copy of Domesday states Aof these 4 h
Bishop) a woman, Aethelrun had 1 Hide jointly in 1066. With this Hide which Aethelrun

held lies a pasture called Wemberham. (Gardner KS, 2000)

Great Wemberham Coffin

In 1828 in the field of Great Wemberham in 1928, about a foot below the surface a

freestone coffinwi t h a | i d, 0 sbwapdiscbveted,i et heabadgd from a s
blocko, It was v ery thick and contained fragments of a lead coffin and most of a human
skeletonfiof medi um stature. 0O The headwestf the coffin

(Rutter, 1825)
Villa Excavation

The Roman villa at Wemberham, was discovered in March 1884 in the course of draining
the field. Drain pipes were being laid at a depth of 2 feet 6 inches ( 0.76 metres) and in
the course of this work the men cut into a tessellated pavement. A subsequent ex cavation
established that the villa was very close to the north bank of the river and wi thout defence
banks would surely have flooded at some high tides.

The report of the excavation ( Somerset Archaeological & Natural History Society 1886)
indicates that the villa covered an area of 65 by 150 feet (19.81 by 45.72 metres).
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Hg 2: The plan of the villa by measured and drawn by R C Reade M.A Archt

The plans produced in Fig 2 above are from the excavation report which includes the
following supposed layout.

An entrance on the north side seems to lead to an inner and outer hall and bathing
apartments at the back. There is also a possible trace of a staircase leading to lofts or an

upper story.

On the right or west of the entrance are the best rooms of the villa. The room indicated by
the red arrow (in Fig 2 above) contained an elaborate mosaic of foliated geometrical

pattern in red, white and blue as per Fig below.

Below it a room described as an office contained a mosaic with a red, white and blue
design.

Two thick walls on the left of the plan run towards the river and are thought to h ave
formed a dock and landing stage.

Finds included 21 coins dating from AD. 250 to 305 (or 360).



Current research suggests that the reclamation of the site dates to the 3™ century but that
sometime after the mid i 4™ century nature reclaimed the North Somerset Levels (Rippon,
2006). This fits well with the coin sequence.

Fig 3: Mosaic from Somerset Archaeological & Natural History Society Proceedings for
1885. The location within the villa is indicated by the red arrow in Fig 2 above.

Congresbury Yeo

The Congresbury Yeo wastidal as far as Congresbury until the construction of the sluice at
Tutshill Ear in the 20" century (Rippon, 2006, p89). An advertisement in the Sherbome
and Yeovil Mercury, 24 February 1794: indicates this "7o be /et at Lady-Day next [March 25]
for a term of years a compact tan -yard large enough to take 40 hides per week: and a
navigable river runs alongside it with the use of a barge to convey bark to the same. (Oak
bark was essential in the tanning process).



