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IWOOD — FOR HOW LONG HAS IT EXISTED AS A DISCRETE SETTLED UNIT AND HOW DID
THIS AFFECT ITS ECONOMY?

1 INTRODUCTION.

Iwood, now in North Somerset, is an insignificant part of Congresbury parish.
Congresbury straddles the A370 from Bristol to Weston-s-mare and Iwood lies
north of the parish's river Yeo, bordering on Congresbury's eastern boundary
with Wrington. See Map 1. Congresbury, lying to the north of the Mendips,
has much of its area in the flat claylands, criss-crossed with drainage
ditches, which are part of the North Somerset Levels known locally as '"the
moors" , and still liable to flood. The land in the north-eastern part of the
parish rises steeply to the north from the Wrington Road to a maximum 172
metres and is largely wooded. North of the village is the iron-age Cadbury
Hill fort. The parish's present area is about 4000 acres but in 1840, before
the formation of Hewish parish adjoining the present parish of Congresbury on
the west, it was 4450 acres. The great majority of the agricultural land is
grade 3 in the Ministry of Agriculture's system, with small areas of grade 4
and a band of grade 2 covering the rising land on either side of Wrington Road
below the woods. Iwood's land now is thus grade 3 in the southern half and
grade 4 in the northern.

No medieval surveys, extents or custumals of Iwood manor survive, if indeed
any were ever made. Information about medieval Iwood appears in charter
rolls, final concords, inquisitions post mortem and the accounts of 1341-52.
Iwood is also mentioned in Congresbury's records, including manorial surveys
and court rolls. No complete cartographic record of Iwood was made until
1840, although two small parts were surveyed in 1736-9 and a very small amount
of additional information appears on Congresbury's enclosure map of 1816. A
newspaper advertisement of 1805 provides the earliest list of fields. Deeds
of Iwood Farm, once part of the manor, survive only from the late 19th century
(R.Broomhead pers.comm.) and the present owner of Iwood Manor House declined
to help with my research.

In 1987-8 Avon County Council authorised a survey of Congresbury parish
largely under the supervision of Richard Broomhead. Considerable fieldwalking
was done, but in this mainly pastoral parish there were few opportunities to



search ploughed fields. The distribution of known finds therefore may not be
as significant as presently appears. The survey report has yet to be
published but evidence found has been added to the Avon Sites and Monuments
Record for Congresbury. Map 2 shows the more significant finds for the
Romano-British period and later and indicates that there were probably two
occupation sites in Iwood during the Romano-British period.

I thus intend to show that Iwood has been settled, possibly continuously, from
that period and that it was certainly a discrete settled land unit within the
present Congresbury parish from, at least, the 9th century. I shall also
demonstrate how this area later became a small medieval manor in the 13th
century, independent of Congresbury manor, and continued, intact into the 19th
century as a freehold property and as a member of a small but increasing
estate until the 18th century. I shall discuss Iwood's economy up to 1840,
but particularly during the 14th century, when accounts survive for the period
1341-52, showing how its development was affected by its independence.

2 CONGRESBURY TO 1066.

The earliest evidence of human activity in Congresbury found during the parish
survey dates from the 4th millenium BC; the limited finds of flint artefacts
are however insufficient to show settlement. For the Bronze Age "flint
distributions are more likely to reflect the pattern of archaeological
fieldwork rather than the true dispersal of settlement" (Broomhead
forthcoming). Finds of Iron Age pottery may just possibly indicate settlement
within the present village and at Iwood. Certainly similar finds on Cadbury
Hill show settlement there by the middle of the 1st millenium BC, with the
earthworks there assumed to be of Iron Age origin (Rahtz 1992 pp226-7).
I.Burrow has suggested that this hillfort's territory covered much of Wrington
and most of Congresbury, Puxton and Yatton parishes, including Wemberham, now
in Yatton, the site of a substantial Romano-British villa (Burrow in Rahtz
1992 p224).

More relevant to this study perhaps, the parish survey produced considerable
evidence of Romano-British activity, see Map 2. Only two sites however
produced 1st century pottery, one in the Honey Hall area and the other south






