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Abstract  
 
In 2010 a resistivity survey  revealed anomalies worthy of trial excavation. This limited 
excavation confirmed the resistivity results and revealed what may be the foundations of a 
wall / structure and pottery suggesting an occupation site dating be tween 1580 and 1650. 
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 Introduction  
 
Yatton, Congresbury, Claverham and Cleeve Archaeological Research Team (YCCCART) is 
one of a number of Community Archaeology teams across North Somerset, supported by 
the North Somerset Council Development Management Team. 
 
The objective of the Community Archaeology in North Somerset (CANS) teams is to carry 
out archaeological fieldwork, for the purpose of recording, and better understanding of, 
the heritage of North Somerset.  
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 Site location  
 

 
 
 
Figure 1: Site location, indicated by arrow.   
 

 

The site lies in Iwood a hamlet on the eastern edge of the parish of Congresbury.  
GPS co-ordinated are provided in the Site Records included in the Appendix.  
 
The field is privately owned but crossed by a public footpath.   
 
 

Land use and geology  
 
The north end of the field lies on the Keuper Marl, which is overlain in the southern part  
by the alluvial clays of the Northmarsh. The current course of the Yeo runs along the  
southern boundary of the field.  
 
The field is used for grazing cattle.  
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Historical & archaeological context  
 
Please see the YCCCART reports 2010/Y16, 2010/Y32, 2012/Y14 and 2013/Y1 for the 
historical & archaeological context. 
 
 
Excavation Objectives  
 
The excavation had the following objectives.  
 
1) To attempt to identify and date the nature of the anomalies revealed by the resistivity 

surveys undertaken during the period 2010 to 2013. 
2) To use the excavation to train YCCCART members in excavation techniques. 

   
 
  Methodology  

 
The excavation took place from the 6 th to 10 th July 2015 and on the 5 th and 6th August 
2015.  
   

1) Prior to the excavation, a resistivity survey was undertaken to reproduce the 2 grids 22 
July G2 & 29 July G1 from the resistivity survey reported in YCCCART 2010 / Y16 and 

2013/Y1. The result is illustrated on the right in Fig 2 below.  
  
 
 

 
Fig 2:  Resistivity results from the full survey (left) and current survey results (right).   
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2.  In order to investigate a section of a possible leat and building, it was decided to lay 
out a 12m by 1.5m trench  to the east of the red line il lustrated in Fig 2 above. This trench 
1 is shown in the excavation plan at Fig 3 below.    
 
3. A second trench 2.7 m long by 1m wide was dug at right angles to trench 1, 0.5 m each 
side of the mid-point of the 20  x 20m grid. See Fig 3 below. This trench 2 was to 
investigate a feature revealed in Trench 1.  
  
4. Trench 3 was dug south of the 2 nd trench. See details in Fig 3 below. A sondage 0.5 m 
deep was cut on the south side of this trench in the search for significant features.  
  
5. Trench 4 was a 1m by 1m exploratory trench, dug to a depth of 0.75m, to identify the 
extent of a possible building. See details in Fig 3 below.  
 
6.  A sondage 1.5m wide by 2m long was dug at the southern end of Trench 1 to try and 
find evidence of the leat     
 

 
Fig 3: Excavation plan.  

 
This report was written in Microsoft Word 20 13.  
 
Current photographs were taken by members of YCCCART, and remain the copyright of 
YCCCART.  
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Results  
 
TRENCH 1 
 
A) There was a scatter of large stones running at an angle south to north . Across the 1.5m 
trench the scatter varied from 0.9m to 1.3m in width . These stones were not bonded and 
consisted of only a single layer. See Fig 4, 5 and 6 below.    
 
 

 
Fig 4: Trench 1. General view of large stones looking north  
  

 
Fig 5: Trench 1. Large stones ï north to left   

 


